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Applicant(s) 
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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

(1 ) James A. Kramer . l3) Jacaues Nauft . 

(2) Scott Asmus . (4) . 



Date of Interview: 26 January 2006 , 

Type: a)^ Telephonic b)\3 Video Conference 

' c)n Personal [copy given to: 1 )□ applicant 2)\3 applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)^ Yes e)[3 No. 

If Yes, brief description: Demo versior) of the product was discussed. Screen sfiot are submitted herein . 

Claim(s) discussed: 12. 

Identification of prior art discussed: Peachtree . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)n was reached. g)S was not reached. h)n N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: Walked through a demonstration of the software and discussed a proposed 
amendment to claim 12. Applicant will file an after final request for reconsideration . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



Examiner Note: You must sign this fomi unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04. Substance of Intennew Must be Made of Record 

A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 
Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111. 1,135. (35 U.S.C. 132) 

37 CFR §1 .2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademart^ Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to 
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 



The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for In Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an inten^iew is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Fomn Is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other 
circumstances dictate, the Fomn should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following infonnation: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Fomri will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview 
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should Include at least the following applicable items: 

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

if the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her. If the record Is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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Agenda 



Examiner Interview 



Thur. Jan. 26, 2006 @ 1 lam 



1) Introduction 

2) Present invention does not have a pre-defined C3iart of Accoiints to group and oi:ganize 
the incoming accoimting data. This is defined implicitly by the original claims. This 
feature v^as explicitly set forth by Amendment E noting that the grouping was performed 
regardless of an account sequence. For clarification purposes on "how the system 
computes account balances from one or more transactions when the system only receives 
accounting data that includes accounts, amounts, and a direction", the claims are fiuther 
am^ded to include the groiq>ing regardless of an account numbo: and sequence. 

3) The reference to 'Chart of Accoxmts' in the specification is not defining a pre-defined 
Chart of Accounts which is necessary for Peachtree. 

4) As pCT the '*fixed sequential order" topic, building financial statements is distinguished 
firom bookkeeping. 

4) Definitions of Financial Statement Itema (CICA Manual and FASB) 

5) Inventor Declaration 

6) Demo (10-15 minutes) 



Suggested Print Materials for Interview: 

1) Office Action dated 11/29/05 

2) Informal Draft Office Action Response Amendment F 

3) Office Action Response Amendment E filed 9/2/05 

4) Original Application (either as filed or published) 

5) Peachtree Manual (cited reference by Office) 



PACE 2/40 « RCVD AT 1/26/2006 10:06:18 AM [Eastern Standard Time] « SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 • DNIS:2736783 " CSID:603 886 4796 • DURATION (mm-ss):13-52 





.\ Jan 26 2006 10:12RM Maine & Rsmus 



603. 886. 4796 




p. 3 



m THE UNITED S 




EMAKK OFFICE 



In re Application of: NAULT, Jacques 



Group Art Unit: 3627 



Saial No. 



09/736,345 



Examiner. KRAMER, James A. 



Filed: 



12/15/2000 



Dkt No: NAUl 4545-1 



For: FINANCIAL STATEMENT MODULE 



To: Mail Stop After Final 



From: 



24222 



Commissioner for Patents 

PO Box 1450 I 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 37 CFR 1.8: I certify that this correspondence is being deposited on the 
below date with the U.S. Postal Service with sufficient postage as FERST CLASS MAIL addressed to: Mail 
Stop After Fmal, Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandra, VA 22313-1450. 

Date: [ ] Debra A, Stengel or [ ] Scott L Asmus, 
Reg. No, 42,269 

Commissions: 

AFTER FINAL OFFICE ACTION RESPONSE 
AMENDMENT F 



In response to the Final Office Action mailed on Nov. 29, 2005, the Applicant has 
enclosed harein: 28 pages of amendments and remarks; Notice of Appeal; and 1 page 
Credit Card Payment Form PTO-2038 in the amount of$ 130.00 to cover small entity fee 



Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the corresponding section, which begins 
on page of this p^er, and includes a complete claim Listing. 
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 19 of this paper. 

[X] DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 500323 AUTHORIZATION - All necessary fees relating to 
the attached submittal, if any, are intended to be included. However, the Office is hereby 
authorized to charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment in the fees relating to the 
submittal to deposit account 500323, registered to Vernon C, Maine P.L.L.C., dba Maine & 
Asmus, contact telephone no. 603-886-6100, 



INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 



for Notice of Appeal. Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Claims 1-1 L (Canceled) 

Claim 1 2. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for building financial 
statements, the method comprising: 

receiving an electronic file of accounting data having a plurality of accounts, wherein 

each account has a corresponding amount and an accounting direction for said 

amount; 

computing an accoxmt balance resulting from one or more transactions, and each 

transaction is associated with more than one account and combines at least 

one debit and at least one credit; 
groi5)ing the accounts into one or more financial statement item s, wherein each 

account is associated with only one financial statement item within any one 

financial statement and wherein said grouping is regardless of an account 

number and sequence; 
computing a financial statement item balance for each financial statement item based 

on the associated accounts and their respective account balances; 
grouping the financial statement items into one or more totals, wherein each total is 

based on preceding financial statement item balances; and 
providing a financial statement that includes each financial statement item and its 

respective balance. 

Claim 13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12 further comprising: 

providing, firom a display of the financial statement, a first level of detail for a user 
selected financial statement item on said display, the first level of detail 
induding any accounts and respective account balances groxiped into that 
financial statement item. 
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INFORMAL DRAFT 

Claim 14. (Previously Presented) The mediod of claim 13 wherein each account is 
assigned an accounting direction, and said account balance is provided in 
parentheses if its direction is opposite the assigned accoxmting direction of 
that account. 

Claim 1 5 . (Previously Presented) The mefliod of claim 1 3 ftother comprising: 

providing, from said accounts and respective account balances grouped into the user 
selected financial statement item on the display, a second level of detail for a 
user selected account on said display included in the selected financial 
statement item, the second level of detail including said account balance and 
transactions associated with the account balance. 

Claim 16. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 5 wherein providing ttie second 
level of detail includes providing for at least one of form feeds and headers as 
required. 

Claim 1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 5 further comprising: 

providing, from said account balance and transactions associated with the 
account balance, a third level of detail for a user selected transaction inclxided 
in the selected account on said display, the third level of detail including at 
least one debited account and a corresponding credited account associated 
with the selected transaction. 

Claim 18, (Previously presented) The method of claim 12 wherein each financial 

statCTient item is assigned an accounting direction, and a financial statement 
item balance is provided in parentheses if its direction is opposite the assigned 
accounting direction of that financial statement item. 



Claim 19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 8 wherein the assigned 

accounting direction of a financial statement item is based on a direction 
associated with a first grouped accoimt of the financial statement item. 
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Claim 20. (Previously Presented) The mdhod of claim 12 whwein receiving accounting 
data further comprises at least one of: 

reading trial balance data stored on a computer readable medium; and 
reading transactions stored on a computer readable medium. 

Claim 21 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 12 wherein the method is 
integrated into accounting software. 

Claim 22. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12 wherein the method is 

integrated into at least one of word processor software, spreadsheet sofhvare, and 
editing software. 

Claim 23- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12 wherein pmviding a financial 
statement inclxides displaying at least one level of detail associated vrith any financial 
statement item balance to a user, wherein said displaying uses sub-lists of pointers. 

Claim 24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12 furfher comprising: 

dynamically allocating caitral memory spaces for a plurality of doubly linked data 
structures for storing elements of the accounting data, wherein the allocating 
is performed for each data structure element and returning an individual 
central m^ory address called a pointer, the data structure being doubly 
linked by the storage of the pointer of a next element and the pointer of a 
previous element in the data structure element. 

Claim 25. (Previously Presented) The method of claiov 12 further comprising: 

dynamically allocating central mraiory spaces for a trial balance data structure for 
storing the accounts of the accounting data, and linking trial balance data 
structure elements with a doubly linked list of pointers thereby allowing sub- 
lists of pointers to group the accounts into financial statement items; and 
dynamically allocating central memory spaces for a financial statement data structure 
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for storing the financial statement items, and linking financial statement data 
structure elements with a doubly linked list of pointers thereby allowing sub- 
lists of points to grooq) financial statement items into totals. 



Claim 26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25 wherein dynamically 

allocating central memory spaces for the trial balance data structure further includes 
storing trial balance data into trial balance data structure elements, each of said trial 
balance data structure elements including a LINKTRANS field, storing a 
corresponding LINK vector element sequential numb^, each element of the LINK 
vector being a central memory address of the trial balance data structure elements. 

Claim 27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25 wh^in dynamically 

allocating central memory spaces for the financial statement data structure further 
includes storing financial statement data structure elements, the financial statement 
data structure elements including a LINE type field for each element of the financial 
statement, each LINE type field specifying a type attributed to the corresponding 
financial statement data structure elements. 

Claim 28. (Previously Pres^ted) The method of claim 27 wherein the type that can be 
specified in the LINE type field include two types of balances provided in the 
financial statement, namely a financial statement item type and a total type. 

Claim 29. (Previously Pres^ted) The method of claim 1 2 wherein grouping the accounts 
into one or more financial statement items includes using doubly linked sub -lists of 
trial balance data structure element pointers, the pointer of a first element of eadi of 
these Usts of pointers being stored in a financial statement data structure. 

Claim 30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 2 wherein grouping the financtai 
statement items into one or more totals includes using doubly linked sub-lists of 
financial statement data structure element pointers, a pointer of a first element of each 
of these lists of pointers being stored in a financial statement data structure. 
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Claim 3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25 further comprising: 

maintaining a direction field in the trial balance data structure for each account, the 
direction field specifying an accounting direction thereby enabling a user to 
identify a transaction amount's effect on the corresponding account balance. 

Claim 32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12 further comprising: 

generating a report including form feeds and headers as required for each page of the 
report 

Claim 33, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 2 further comprising: 

dynamically allocating central mmiory spaces for a doubly linked transaction data 
structure for storing transactions associated with the accounts, and linking the 
transactions to their respective accounts. 

Claim 34. (Cxirr«itly Amended) The method of claim 33 whOTein dynamically allocating 
central memory spaces for the doubly linked transaction data structure further 
includes storing transactions into th e doubly link e d transaction data structure 
elem^ts. th e doubly linked each of said transaction data structure elements including 
a LINKCHART fields storing an associated LINK vector element sequential number , 
each element of the LINK vector e lement being a central memory address of [[a]] the 
trial balance data structure elements ^ 

Claim 35. (Previously presented) The method of claim 34 wherein an accoiinting 

direction for each transaction amount is specified in a corresponding JOURNAL field 
included in the transaction data structure. 

Claim 36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34 wherein storing transactions 
into the doubly linked transaction data stmcture fiirdier includes dynamically 
allocating central memory spaces for displayUne data structure elements, each of said 
displayline data structure elemaits associated with a corresponding transaction data 
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structure element. 

Claim 37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 36 furthw- comprising: 

generating an account balance detail report using a doubly linked list of displayline 
data structure element pointers, thereby allowing sorted presentation of the 
transactions included in an fee account balance detail report. 

Claim 38- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 34 wherein storing transactions 
into the doubly linked transaction data structxire further includes linking each element 
of tiie transaction data structure to a corresponding element of the trial balance data 
structure with a doubly linked sub-list of displayline data structure element pointers, a 
pointer of the first element of this list being stored in a trial balance data structure 
element. 

Claim 39, (Currently Amended) A computer implCTiented method for building financial 
statements, the method comprising: 

receiving an electronic file of accounting data having a plurality of accounts, wherein 

each account has a corresponding amount and an accoimting direction of said 

amount; 

compxiting an account balance resulting firom one or more transactions, and each 
transaction is associated with more than one account and combines at least 
one debit and one credit; 

grouping the accounts into one or more financial statement items, wherein each 

account is associated with only one financial statement item within any one 
financial statement and wherein said grox^ring is regardless of an account 
number and s equence: 

computing a financial statement item balance for each financial statement item based 
on the associated accounts and their respective account balances; 

storing the financial stat^ent items into a financial statement data structure, the 

financial statement data structure including a LINE type field for each line of 
a financial statement, each LINE type field specifying a type attributed to the 




PAGE 9/40 • RCVD AT 1/26/2006 10:06:18 AM [Eastern Standard Time] « SVR:USPTO-EFXRF^/25 " DNIS:2736783 * CSID:603 886 4796 " DURATION (mm-ss):13^2 



I 

Jan 2G 2008 10:13RM Maine & Rsmus 



603. 886. 4796 



p. 10 



INFORMAL DRAFT 

corresponding financial statement line, with the types including a financial 
statetnmt item type to designate financial statement items and a total type to 
designate financial statement items grouped into a total; and 
providing the financial statement that includes each financial statement item and its 
respective balance. 

Claim 40. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for building financial 
statements, the method comprising: 

receiving an electronic file of accounting data having a plurality of accounts, wherein 

each account has a corresponding amount and an accounting direction of said 

amount; 

computing an accoimt balance resulting from one or more transactions, and each 
transaction is associated with more than one account and combines at least 
one ddbit and one credit; 

dynamically allocating central memory spaces fi>r a trial balance data structure for 
storing the accounts of the accounting data, and linking trial balance data 
structure elements of the trial balance data structure with a doubly linked list 
of pointers thereby allowing sub-lists of pointers to group the accounts into 
financial statement items, wherein said groupmg is regardless of an account 
number a nd sequence, and wherein each account is associated with only one 
financial statement item within any one financial statement; 

computing a financial statement item balance for each financial statement item based 
on the associated accounts and their respective account balances; 

dynamically allocating central memory spaces for a financial statement data structure 
for storing the financial statement items, and linking financial statement data 
structure elements of the financial statement data structure with a doubly 
linked list of pointers thereby allowing sub-lists of pointers to group financial 
statement items into totals; and 

providing a financial statement that includes each financial statement item and its 
respective balance. 
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Claim 41 . (Currently Amended) Hie method of claim 40 wherein dynamically allocating 
central memory spaces for the trial balance data structure clomcmtfl further includes 
storing trial balance data into ^ trial balance data structure elements, each of said 
the trial balance data structure clients including a LINKTRANS field for each 
aoooimt , storing a corresponding LINK vector element sequential number, each 
element of the LINK vector being &e a central memory address of the trial balance 
data structure elements. 

Claim 42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 40 wherein dynamically 

allocating central memory spaces for the financial statement data structure elem^ts 
fiirther includes storing financial statement items into the financial statement data 
structure elem^its, the financial statement data structure elements including a LINE 
type field for each line of the financial statement, each LINE type field specifying a 
type attributed to the corresponding financial statement line, the types including a 
financial statemmt item type and a total type. 

Claim 43 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 40 fiirther comprising: 

dynamically allocating central memory spaces for a doubly linked transaction data 

structure for storing transactions associated with the accounts, and linking the 
transactions to their respective accoxmts. 

Claim 44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 43 fi:irther comprising: 

optimizing allocation of central memory spaces for storing transactions included in 
the accounting data by storing a debited account and a corresponding credited 
account in a single element of the transaction data structure, as well as in an 
associated element of a displayline data structure element, thereby reducing 
the numb^ of central memory spaces that must be allocated for storing 
transactions. 

Claim 45. (Previously presented) The method of claim 44 fiarther comprising: 

maintaining a direction field in the trial balance data stmcture for each account, the 
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direction field specifying which accoxmts have been identified as control 
accounts during the optimizing. 



Claim 46. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44 fixrHhet comprising: 

computing a theoretical account halance during transaction checking processes; and 
displaying the theoretical account balance throughout the transaction checking 

processes, thereby eliminating a need to print reconciliation reports during 
these transaction checking processes to establish whetho* said account balance 
has been reoonciliated successfixlly. 

Claim 47. {Currentiy Amended) The method of claim 44 wherein dynamically allocating 
central memory spaces for the doubly linked transaction data structure further 
includes storing transactions into th e doubly link e d t ransaction data structure 
elements, each of said transaction data structure e lement elements including a 
LINKBANK fields storing fee an associated LINK vector element sequential number, 
each element of the LINK vector being fee a central memory address of the trial 
balance data structure elements. 

Claim 48 . (Currentiy Amended) A method fi)r organizing accounting data in data 
structures used for building financial statemaits, the method comprising: 

receiving accounting data in an electronic file, the accounting data including a 

plurality of accounts, wherein each account has an amount and an accounting 
direction of said amount, 
dynamically allocating central memory spaces for a trial balance data structure for 

storing accoxmts included in the accounting data, and linking trial balance data 
structure elemwits with a doubly linked list of pointers thereby allowing sub- 
lists of pointers to group the accounts into financial statement items, wh^in 
said grouping is regardless of an account number and sequence, and wherein 
each account is associated with only one financial statement item within any 
one financial statement and has a computed account balance resulting &om 
one or more transactions, and each transaction is associated with more than 
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one account and combines at least one debit and at least one credit; 

dynamically allocating central memory spaces for a financial statement data structure 
for storing the financial statCTient items, and linking finandal statement data 
structure elements with a doubly linked list of pointers tha^by allowing sub- 
lists of pointers to group financial statraient it«ns into totals; and 

storing financial statement items into the financial statement data structure, the 

financial statemmt data structure including a LINE type field for each line of 
a financial statement, each LINE type field specifying a type attributed to the 
corresponding financial stat^ent line, the types including a financial 
statOTi«it item type and a total type. 

Claim 49. (Cuirently Amended) The method of claim 48 wherein dynamically allocating 
central memory spaces for the trial balance data structure fiirth^ incliides storing trial 
balance data into the trial balance data structure elements , each of said trial balance 
data structure elemoits including a LINKTRANS field, storing the a corresponding 
LINK vector element sequential number, eadi element of the LINK vector being a 
central memory address of the trial balance data structure elements. 

Claim 50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 48 further comprising: 

dynamically allocating central memory spaces for a doubly linked transaction data 

structure for storing transactions associated with the accounts, and linking the 
transactions to their respective accounts. 

Claim 5 1 , (Currently Amended) The method of claim 50 wherein dynamically allocating 
central memory spaces for the doubly linked transaction data structure further 
includes storing transactions into th e doubly link e d transaction data structure 
elements, each of said transaction data stmcture e lement elements including a 
LINKCHART fields storing an associated LINK vector element sequential 
number, each element of the LINK vector being #ie a central memory address of the 
trial balance data structure elements. 
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Claim 52. (Currently Ameaded) A computer readable medium encoded with software, 
that when executed by a processor, causes the processor to carry out a process for building 
financial statements, the process comprising: 

receiving accounting data in an electronic file having a plurality of accounts, wherein 

each accoxmt has a corresponding amount and an accounting direction of said 

amount; 

computing an account balance resulting fi^ora one or more transactions, and eadi 

transaction is associated with more than one account and combines at least 

one debit and at least one 
grouping the accounts into one or more financial statement items, wherein each 

account is associated with only one financial statement item within any one 

financial statement and wherein said grouping is regardless of an account 

nimiber and sequence; 
computing a financial statement item balance for each financial statement item based 

on the associated accounts and their respective account balances; 
grouping the financial statement items into one or more totals, wherein each total is 

based on preceding financial statement item balances; and 
providing a financial statement that includes each financial statement item and its 



Claim 53 . (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with software, 
that when executed by a processor, causes the processor to carry out a process for building 
financial statements, the process comprising: 

receiving accounting data from an electric file having a plurality of accounts, wherein 

each account has a corresponding amount and an accounting direction of said 

amount; 

computing an account balance resulting fi:om one or more transactions, and each 
transaction is associated with mote than one account and combines at least 
one debit and at least one credit; 

grouping the accoimts into one or more financial statement items, wherein each 



respective balance. 
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account is associated with only one financial statement item within any one 
financial statement and wherein said grouping is regardless of an account 
numba: and sequence: 

computing a financial statement item balance for eadi financial statement item based 
on the associated accounts and their respective account balances; 

storing the financial statement items into a financial statement data structure, the 

financial statement data structure including a LINE type field for each line of 
a financial statement, each LINE type field specifying a type attributed to the 
corresponding financial statement line, with the types including a financial 
statemait item type to designate financial statement items and a total type to 
designate financial statement items grouped into a total; and ' 

providing the financial statement that includes each financial statCTient item and its 
respective balance. 

Claim 54. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with software, 
that when executed by a processor, causes the processor to carry out a process for building 
financial statements, the process comprising: 

receiving an electronic file of accounting data having a plurality of accounts, wherein 

each account has a corresponding amount and an accounting direction of said 

amount; 

computing an account balance resulting &om one or more transactions, and each 
transaction is associated with more than one account and combines at least 
one debit and at least one credit; 

dynamically allocating central memory spaces for a trial balance data structure for 
storing the accovmts of the accounting data, and linking elements of the trial 
balance data structure with a doubly hnked list of pointers thereby allowing 
sub-lists of pointers to group the accoimts into financial statement items, 
wherein said grouping is regardless of an account number and sequence, and 
wherein each account is associated with only one financial statement item 
within any one financial statement and wherein said grouping is regardless of 
an accoimt sequence; 
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computing a financial statement item balance for each financial statement item based 
on the associated accounts and their respective account balances; 

dynamically allocating central mraiory spaces for a financial stat«nent data structure 
for storing the financial statemrat items, and linking elemaits of the financial 
statement data structure with a doubly linked list of pointers thereby allowing 
sub-lists of pointers to group financial statement items mto totals; and 

providing a financial statement that includes each financial statement item and its 
respective balance. 

Claim 55. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium encoded with software, 
that when executed by a processor, causes the processor to carry out a process for organizing 
accounting data in data structures used for building financial statemmts, the process 
comprising: 

receiving an electronic file of accounting data, the accounting data including a 

plurality of accounts, wherein each account has an amount and an accounting 
direction of said amount; 

dynamically allocating central memory spaces for a trial balance data structure for 
storing accounts included in the acooxmting data, and linking elements of the 
trial balance data structure with a doi3bly linked list of pointers thereby 
allowing sub-lists of pouiters to group the accounts into financial statement 
items, wherein said grouping is regardless of an account number and 
sequence, and wherein each account is associated with only one financial 
statement item within any one financial statement and has a computed account 
balance resulting firom one or more transactions, and each transaction is 
associated with more than one account and combines at least one debit and at 
least one credit; 

dynamically allocating central memory spaces for a financial statement data structure 
for storing the financial statement items, and lioking elements of the financial 
statement data structure with a doubly linked list of pointers thereby allowing 
sub-lists of pointers to group financial statement items into totals; and 

storing financial statement items into the financial statement data structure, the 
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financial statemmt data structure including a LINE type field for each line of 
a financial statraient, each LDME type field specifying a type attributed to the 
corresponding fijiancial statement line, the types including a financial 
statement item type and a total type. 
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REMARKS 



Qaims 12-55 are pending. The present qjplication was filed 12/15/2000 and been 
subjected to a rigorous examination by the Patent Office. Applicant thanks the OflSce for 
entering Amendment E and for the continued thorough examination. 

The offered amendmraits are to more clearly define the claimed invention and assist 
the OfSce in understanding the unique properties therein, and place the case in condition for 
allowance. No new matter is added. 

Alternatively, if the Office maintains its regection, the offered amendments present 
tiie rejected claims in better form for consideration on Appeal. The Appeal Brief will be 
forthcoming and timely filed. Therefore, it is appropriate that the Examiner enter all the 
offered amendments into this application at this time. Rule 1 16(a); MPEP 714.12, 714.1 3. 
Reconsideration of this application and allowance of all p^ding claims is respectfully 



The Office rejected Claims 12 - 47 and 52 - 55 under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which the applicant regards as the inv«ition. A §1 12 second paragraph rejection has two 
separate requirements, indefiniteness and failing to claim what applicant regards as the 
invention. With respect to indefiniteness, the "essential inquiry pertaining to this 
requirement is whether the claims set out and circumsaibe a particular subject matter with a 
reasonable degree of clarity and particularity. Definiteness of claim language must be 
analyzed, not ui a vacuum, but in light of (1) tiie content of the particular disclosure, (2) the 
teachings of the prior art, and (3) the claim interpretation that would be given by one 
possessing the ordinary level of skill in the pertinent art at the time the invention was made." 
(MPEP §2173.02). 

A rejection stating that the claims fail to set forth the subject matter that the AppUcant 



requested. 



Claims Rejections - 35 USC SI 12 Second Paraeravh 
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regards as the invention is only appropriate where the Applicant has stated that the invention 
is something diflferent from what is defined by the claims (MPEP §21 72(a)), And, there is a 
presumption that the claims describe the applicant's invention, absent evidence to the 
contrary. 

The Office states that the amendments presented in the Office Action filed Sept 2, 
2005 includes steps that rend&r the claim indefinite. "Specifically, it is unclear how the 
system computes account balances firom one or more transactions when the system only 
receives accounting data that includes accounts, amounts and a direction. Where does the 
data come fixim for this second step?*' 

The Office thus highli^ts the novelty of an embodiment of the present inv^tion - 
processing raw data such as accounts with amount and direction and building a financial 
statement - without a pr^<;1^ iie d Chart of Accounts or the elements required for a Chart of 
Accounts such as account numbo" and sequence . 

All tiie prior references cited by the Office, including the Peachtree reference, build a 
financial statement with a pre-defined Chart of Accoxmts. In fact, the Office acknowledges 
this and states that **Examiner asserts that Peachtree receives this accounting data and groups 
it based on the chart of accoxmts." (Office Action dated 1 1/29/05, page 4, 2^ psur) This pre- 
defined Chart of Accounts requires established parameters such as account sequence and 
account numba:s. And, as noted in Peachtree B1-B3, the structure of Peachtree is based 
upon the setup of the Chart of Accounts which includes account number, account sequence, 
description, type, category. Group End value, and Balance column (see Peachtree 4-8). As 
already noted by the Office, the Chart of Accounts is the master hst of all Accounts by which 
Peaditree operates. 

On Page 20 of AppHcant's Amendment E, it was previously explained that Peachtree 
requires established parameters such as account ntjmber and sequence , of a pre-defined chart 
of accounts, in order to fimction. Any data that is imported within Peachtree requires the 
structure according to the established Chart of Accounts in order to be processed. Typically, 
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the user builds the Chart of Accounts and creates the structure (see Peachtree Chapter 3, 
Chapter 4 and the S^p Forms A1-A5). Thus, Applicant still maintains that "[i]t is NOT 
possible for Peachtree to receive an electronic file of accounting data having only an account 
and amount as Peachtree would not be able to process this information. The present 
invention does not require a pre-defined chart of acoounts," 

The first fliree claimed steps of receiving, computing and groiq)ing implies that there 
is no pre-defined Chart of Accounts as acknowledged by the Office in the ofBce action 
wherein the Office questions the "[w]here does the data come fit>m for this second step?". 
The Applicant explicitly stated that the present invention did not require a pre-defined Chart 
of Acco;mts by the prior amendment which noted that the grouping was done ^'regardless of 
an accoxmt sequence," 

The Office has rerjected the present claims for indefiniteness - however, it is not the 
claims that are indefinite, rather, it is the und«istanding of the invention by the Office that is 
indefinite. In making its further rejections, the Office makes inaccurate assumptions that the 
present invention *'groups the accounting data by combining it with the Chart of Accounts 
and thus ''computes the account" balance as required by the claims.*' One skilled in the art 
can appreciate and compreh^d the invention based on the Application, wherein the 
processing enables biiilding of a financial statement without an account numbo;- and sequence 
- and therefore without a pre-defined Chart of Accounts. 

It should be noted that the Office's focus during examination for compliance the 
requirement for definiteness of 1 12 (second paragraph) is whether the claim meets the 
threshold requirements of clarity and precision, not whether more suitable language or modes 
of expression are available. The ess^tial inquiry pertaining to a rejection under 112 (second 
paragraph) is whether the claims set out and circumscribe a particular subject matter with a 
reasonable degree ofclarity and particularity, MPEP 2173.02, This is an objective standard 
because it is not dependent on the views of applicant or any particular individual, but is 
evaluated in the context of whether the claim is definite - i.e,, whether the scope of the claim 
is clear to a hypothetical prason possessing the ordinary level of sldll in the pertinent part. 
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NdPEP 2171. In other words, 112 (second paiagraph) generally requires that the "claims, 
read in light of the speciiications» reasonably apprise those skilled in the art 

As noted on page 4 of the Office Action, the OSice indicates that the AppUcant 
recited a "limited number of specific claimed limitations that are missing from Peachtree." 
Applicant wishes to point out that this is the basis for allowance, not rejection. Establishing 
claimed limitations not in the cited references and not otherwise obvious from such 
ref^ences sho\jld result in an allowance of the claims. 

The Office also alleges that the Applicant is ^^attempting to read these features and 
cq)abilities from the Specification into the claims." The Applicant contends that the 
previoiisly presented claims clearly indicate the patraitable subject matter of the present 
invention. The claims are read in light of the specification and that the explanations in the 
OflBce Action Response clarify those distinctions. 

For purposes of illustration, in order to further illustrate the claimed invention, a 
section of Claim 12 is presented herein with fiirther explanations to again highlight the 
claimed elements and patentable subject matter. To one skilled in the art, such explanations 
are fiilly supported by the original specification. 

Claim 12. (as amended) A computer implemented method for building financial 
statements, the method comprising: 

receiving an electronic file of accounting data having a plurality of accounts, wherein 
each account has a corresponding amount and an accounting direction for said 
amount; 

computing an account balance resulting from one or more transactions, and each 
transaction is associated with more than one account and combines at least one debit 
and at least one credit; 

grouping the accounts into one or more financial statement items, wherein each 
account is associated with only one financial statement item within any one financial 
statement and wherein sold grouping is regardless of an account number and 



PAGE 21/40 * RCVD AT 1/26/2006 10:06:18 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DNiS:2736783 * CS)D:603 886 4796 ' DURATION (mm-ss):13-52 




Jan 2G 2006 10:18RM Maine & Rsmus 603.886.4796 p. 22 

INFORMAL DRAFT 

sequence; (emphasis added) 

It is already acknowledged that "Peachtree receives accoimting data and groups it 
based on the chait of accounts.'' In distinction, the Financial Statraient Module of the present 
invention builds financial statem^ts withoxit an account number and sequence - essential 
element of the Chart of Accoxmts, The present invention then initializes the data structure of 
Figure 5a using the account id. (account number and/or account title) provided by the 
tratisactions (accounting data) and builds financial statements as claimed in claim 12 - 
without an account number and sequence and thCTefore without a pre-defined Chart of 
Accounts. 

Per the question raised by the OflBce, namely, "[w]here does the data come fcom for 
this second step?", the Applicant asserts that one example of the present system can build 
financial statements in which it only receives accounting data that includes accounts, 
amounts and a direction as noted in Claim 12 and which raw data is comprised in any trial 
balance and transaction report. The present invention does not require all the other 
parameters required by a pre-defined Chart of Accounts such as Peachtree, and Peachtree is 
not capable of processing accounting data containing only accounts, amounts and direction. 

It is well-known to those skilled m the art that a pre-defined Chart of Accounts has 
accounts in a sequential order. Thus, by claiming grouping is regardless of an account 
sequence this explicitly establishes that there is no pre-defined Chart of Accounts. 

Furthermore, the accounting data received as described in Claim 12, such as raw data 
found in a transactions report, explicitly defines that there is no pre-defined chart of accounts. 

A furtho- clarification to the prior amendments for the grouping regardless of an 
account sequence is provided herein by precising the account sequence with an "account 
number and sequence." This clarification is provided for the convenience of the Office to 
help understand *'how the system computes account balances finom one or more transactions 
when the system only receives accounting data that includes accounts, amounts and a 
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direction. 



In one embodiment, the incoming accounting data is only transactions (having a 
plurality of accounts, wherein each account has a corresponding amount and an accounting 
direction). This bemg the only data provided (input data) to Ihe present invention. As noted 
in the claims, the present invention will build jSnandal statements fiom received accounting 
data. Peaditree cannot fill the structure of the Chart of Accounts nor build a financial 
statement with this minimal amount of data. 

The Office alleges that the "Applicant also has a * chart of accounts* used by the 

present invention to group and organize the incoming accounting data." Again, the Office is 

incorrect in this assertion. Applicant directs the OflBce*s attention to the section cited by the 

Office in the Applicants Specification on page 1 0, and referring to the corresponding Figure 

5 that shows the organization of the incoming aocoimting data in the central memory. This 

section on page 10 of the specification reads as follows: 

When looking at the organization of the data of the chart of accounts , two items are 
particularly important: the vector LINK 506 and the field LINKTRANS 507 of the 
chart structure, corresponding to the sequence mmiber of the creation of the account 
and which links the transactions to the accounts of the chart It is also used to save the 
data of the financial statements 1201 in the files. Each time an account is created, a 
new element in the chart structure 508 is created. A new element in the list of pointers 
509 is also created and inserted in the list The insertion algorithm used enables the 
insertion in an empty list, the insertion as the first item of a list, the insertion at the 
end of a list, and the insertion in the list. The insertion is done before the current 
pointer and the algorithm uses a previous pointer (the current points) for its 
operation. 

The specification description noted above is not related to the input processing of data 
using a pre-defined Chart of Accounts, it describes the dynamic creation of Figure 5a firom 
the received accounting data and it is clearly evident from claims 20 and 25 with "storing the 
accounts of the accoxmting data" wherein the accounting data is only transactions. 

Contrary to Peachtree which receives detailed accounting data and groups it based on 
the Chart of Accounts, tiie Financial Statement Module of the present invention - without any 
pre-defined chart of accounts provided by the xiser - initializes the data structure of Figure 5a 



PACE 23/40 • RCVD AT 1/26/2006 10:06:18 AM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO.EFXRF-6/25 » DNIS:2736783 • CSID:603 886 4796 • DURATION (mm-ss):13.52 




Jan 2G 200G 10: 19flM 



Maine & Rsmus 



603. 886. 4796 



p. 24 



INFORMAL DRAFT 



iising only the raw data elements - which includes accounts, amounts and a direction 
provided by the accounting data (Trial balance data and/or transactions, as expressed in claim 
20) and builds financial statements as claimed in claim 12 r^ardless of an account number 
and sequence. 

As noted in claim 12, the present system is able to process and biiild financial 
statements from acooimting data having a plurality of accounts, wh^-ein each account has a 
corresponding amount and an accounting direction. This is imique to the present invention 
due to the flexibility provided by the conceived data structures and the dynamic grouping and 
allocation of individual elements which make it universal. In distinction to Peachtree, any 
type of transactions report wherein at least an account identiification, with a corresponding 
amoimt and an accounting direction for the amount can be identified, can be processed by the 
present invention. The present invention processes the accounting data and *groxips* 
accounts into financial statement items, regardless of an account number and sequence and 
therefore it is NOT 'based on the Chart of Accounts*. 

As detailed in the present application, the accounting data is used to bidld the 
financial statements and compute the financial statement items balance (see claim 12). It 
should also be understood that in another embodiment of the present invention, the electronic 
file of accounting data might not be transactions, but rather a trial balance report (having a 
plurality of accounts, wherein each account has a corresponding amount and an accounting 
direction). As clafaned in Claim 20, the accounting data can be obtained from reading trial 
balance data (accounts and respective balance) stored on a compxjter readable medium and/or 
reading transactions such as Peachtree table 2-1 8 stored on a computer readable medium. 
With either reading trial balance data and/or reading transactions, the present invention can 
build financial statements and display details. Only the present invention can do this 
processing with such raw data as account id, amount and dilution coming fiom trial balance 
reports and/or transactions reports. 

As previously noted by the Applicant, even if Peachtree were to access an electronic 
file having trial balance data, it would not be able to process such data due to the Peaditree 
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constraints (see Peachtree 3-21). Thus, Peachtree is unable to operate or compute an account 
balance with the account data received in the electronic file. Peachtree requires a pre-defined 
Chart of Accounts including account numbers and sequence in order to fimction, and any 
data that is imported within Peachtree requires the structure and inpiit data according to the 
established Chart of Accounts in ord«r to be processed, (see Peachtree Chapter 3, Chapter 4 
and the Setup Forms Al -A5). 

Applicant understands that the OfiSce may be perplexed as to the operation of the 
present system and the computation of account balances from one or more transactions when 
the system only receives accounting data that includes accounts, amounts and a direction. 
According to the state of the art - no other system prior to the present invention can process 
the data without having an established Chart of accounts and/or account numbers. However, 
the cl^ms are supported by the specification and the various responses have continued to 
explain the operations. 

The present invention is unique and distinguished from the existing bookkeeping 
systems that allow the creation and maintenance of a chart of accounts followed by the 
recording of transactions and the printing of a trial balance. The Financial Statement Module 
of the present invention is not a bookkeeping system - it is a universal system for building 
financial statements. 

It is important that the OfBce understand the distinction between bookkeeping 
functions and the building of financial statements. These are two very difierent functions 
and the prior Responses clearly explain definitions and the distinctions. 

Claim 12. (as amended) A computer implemented method for building financial 
statements, the method comprising: 

comptiting a financial statement item balance for each financial statement item based 

on the associated accounts and their respective account balances; 
grouping the financial statement items into one or more totals, wherein each total is 
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based on preceding financial statement item balances; and 
providing a financial statement that includes each financial statement item and its 
respective balance. 

In the Office Action, the Office states that "Applicant asserts on page 24 that 
Examiners position that *the roll up of Accounts 54000 and 64000 as *Expaise' represents 
groiqjing the two accounts into financial statement items' is wrong because Expense is a 
'category of items*. It spears &om this argument that Applicant is making xsp definitions to 
suit the particular position. Applicant defines a financial statement item as a 'group of 
accounts'. Therefore, based on this definition, if 54000 and 64000 roll up into the 'Expense' 
item, then Expense must be a financial statement item. 

Applicant continues this Une of argument throu^ page 26 including assertion that 
*hicome, Cost of Goods, Expenses, Other tocome and Other Expenses noted in B-6, (and) 
B-7 are also not Financial Statement items as they have no respective balances .' Once again 
Examiner reUes on Applicant's own definition (a group of accounts). First this does not 
require a balance to meet this definition. Secondly, they do have balances as presented on 
the Financial Statements." 

Applicant respectfully disagrees and is not defining terms to suit the needs - the 
definitions are clearly established and known to those in the ait. It should be readily 
understood that financial statement items have respective balances. As previously defined, a 
financial statement item is a group of accounts that determine the net balance of the Financial 
Statement Item. As described in the present application, there is a 'distinction between two 
types of balances (financial statement items and totals) appearing on a financial statement. 

Also firan claim 12, computing a financial statement item balance for each financial 
statement item and providing a financial statement that includes eadi financial statement item 
and its res pective balance clearly expresses this definition. 

In order for the Office to gain a better understanding of the defined items, the 
Applicant would like the Office to consider the attachments ftom the Canadian Institute of 
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Chartered Accx>imtants Manual. These attachments define the most common categories of 
items» including Assets, Liabilities, Equity/Net assets, Revenues, Expenses, Gains, and 
Losses. Applicant also refers the Office to page 3-21 of Peachtree (cited reference) wherein 
six categories are identified: Assets, Liability & Equity, Income, Expenses, Other Income, 
Other Expenses. 

Contraiy to the Office's assertion, in the financial r^rts on page B-6 and B-7 in 
Peachtree, the category of items *INCOME' *COST OF GOODS SOLD' 
'EXPENSES* . . .have no respective balances. 

Thus, Applicant contrads that the terminology and definitions used in the application 
and as akeady explained in the responses, represent the industry defined terms and that the 
usage by the Office contrary to these standards is not proper. Applicant kindly requests that 
the Office adopt the definitions and usage by those skilled in the art and supported by the 
specification. 

The Office also states on page 5 of tiie Office Action that "Applicant asserts on page 
26-29 that the sequential ordering of the Chart of Accounts differentiates over Applicant's 
invention because Applicant's Chart of Accounts is not required to be in this 'fixed 
sequ^tial order'. Examiner notes that this is merely a design choice for Peachtree. The 
system of Peachtree would operate the same way if the Chart of Accounts were in any order, 
as the system matches the account number in the journal entry with flie accoimt number on 
the Chart of Accounts. As such it is the position of the Examiner that the Chart of Accoimt of 
Peachtree is not required to be in a fixed and sequential order to operate as taught by the prior 
art." 

Once again, Apphcant respectfiilly disagrees. To print its two financial reports, 
Peachtree operates according to the account sequence and does not permit * ranges' that are 
out of sequence. As detailed herein, Peachtree sequentially follows the account number 
sequence in the Chart of Accounts in Peachtree B1-B3 in the manner in which Peachtree 
prints out the **Balance Sheet" and "Income Statement" Reports. Apphcant directs the Office 
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to the discussion of the prior response. Tlie account sequence is not merely a design dioice 
as asserted by the OfiBoe, nor would Peachtree operate the printing of proper simulation of 
financial statements reports if the C3iart of Accounts were in any order. The Peachtree 
manual, cited by the Office, is in clear contradiction to the allegations of the Office as 
already explained in the prior Response. 

The Applicant has carefully reviewed this cited referaice and has found nothing that 
supports the Office's present position **that the Chart of Accounts of Peachtree is not required 
to be in a fixed and sequential ordra: to operate as taught by the prior art" A careful review 
of Peachtree clearly shows that the Chart of Accounts does require the account numbers to 
have an account sequence thereftne a pre-defined Chart of Accounts. Applicant respectfully 
requests that the Office reconsider this position or substantiate this position by reciting some 
specific reference in Peachtree that supports the allegations made by the Office, 

The Office discusses the bookkeeping proems of Peachtree wherein Peachtree matches 
the account number in die journal entry with the account number on the Chart of Accounts. The 
remarks on page 26-29 of the prior Response refer to the sequential printing of the Chart of 
Accounts with respective balances perfomied by Peachtree to simulate two financial 
stat«nmt reports, since the present invention refer to a universal method for building 
financial statements, not a method for bookkeeping, and those tefOTred remarks end on page 
29 by: 

"As described in the present application, thra-e is a *distmction between two types of 
balances (financial statement items and totals) appearing on a financial statement; 
enabling the user to group the accounts into financial statement items simply and 
rapidly, by pointing, through the data structures and the display module; enabling the 
user to grotip the financial statanent itrnis into totals simply and rapidly, by pointing, 
through the data structures and the display module, ..." 

Only the present invention builds financial statements regardless of ain account 
number and sequence, required parameter for the Chart of Accounts of all cited references. 
Peachtree requires a predefined Chart of Accounts in order to fimction, and must be in a 
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^fixed and seqiiential order*' in order to simulate and print two financial statement reports and 
for at least these reasons the rejection is travCTsed. 

With the explanation provided herein, the 1 12 rejection is traversed. And, as the 
OflSce has acknowledged thatbxulding a financial statement withoxit a pre-defined Chart of 
Accounts employing account numbers sequence was not her^ofore possible, the rejections 
under 102 and 103 should also be traversed. Now that the Office comprehends the invention, 
allowance of all claims is expected. 

Furthermore, it should be acknowledged that the amendments are not to be construed 
as new matter. The claims already inclxided grouping without an account sequence and it 
was already explained that this meant that the processing was done without a pre-defined 
Chart of Accounts. The present amendm^ts are for clarification. 



The Office rejected claims 12, 13, 15-17,2(M3 and 48-55 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b)as 
being anticipated by Peachttee ("Peachtree Using General Ledger", copyright 1989 by 
Peachtree Software). A rejection based on anticipation requires that a single reference teach 
evCTyelcmmtof the claim (MPEP § 2131). "The identical invention must be shown in as 
complete detaU as is contained in the ... claim." Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 9 USPQ2d 
1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). Or stated in another way, a "claim is anticipated only if each 
and every element as set forth in the claim is found. . . , described in a single prior art 
reference." Verdegaal Bros. v. Union Oil Co, of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 
1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987). 

The Office commenced with a faulty premise, namely that the present invention 
emplo)^ a pre-defined Chart of Accounts. As already discussed herein in great detail, the 
present invention does not use an accoxint number and sequence and thus does not use a pre- 
defined Chart of Accounts. The arguments in the previous response fiiUy suport the novel 
aspects of the present mvention. The present clarifying amendments are provided to even 
fiirther denote that the present invention. Applicant requests that die Office refer to the prior 
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response for the siq>porting arguments. 



As detailed herein, the amended claims and the arguments herein overcome the 
rejections and allowance of all claims is respectfully requested. 



The OfBce has quoted the statute from 35 USC 103(a), which is referenced herein. 
The Office has rejected dafan 14 and 1 8 - 19 as being mpat«itable over Peachtree in view of 
Official Notice and cledms 44 -Al as being unpatentable over Peachtree in view of Sampson 
(U.S. Pat No. 5,390,1 13). Applicant has carefully considered the Office rejections and 
respectfully submits that the amended claims, as supported by the arguments herein, are 
distinguishable from the cited reference. 

According to the MPEP §2143.01, "[o]bviousness can only be established by 
combining or mcxiifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where 
there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found in either tiie references 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art," 

A useful presmtation for the proper standard for detamining obviousness under 35 
USC § 103(a) can be illustrated as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art; 

2, Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue; 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art; and 

4, Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or unobviousness. 

The Applicant beHeves that the claims as amended more distinctly define the claimed 
invention, and are patentably distinct from the references of record. The Applicant 
respectfully submits that Peachtree does not suggest or anticipate each and every limitation 
as now recited in the Applicant's claims. As such, the Applicant respectfully requests the 
Examiner to withdraw his rejection, and to allow all of pending claims 12-55 as amended 
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herein. 



As previously noted, the Office commenced with a feulty pr«mse, namely that the 
present invention employs a pre-defined Chart of Accounts. As already discoissed hwein in 
great detail, the preset invention does not xjse an account nximber and sequence and thus 
does not use a pro-defined Chart of Accounts, The argum«its in the previous response fiilly 
si^wrt the unique and unobvious aspects of the present invention. The present clarifying 
ammdments are provided to even further denote that the preset invention. Applicant 
requests that the QfiSce refer to the prior response for the supporting arguments. 

The Applicant beheves the above amendments and remarks to be fully responsive, 
th^by placing this application in condition for allowance. Favorable action is sohcited. 
The Examiner is kindly invited to contact the undersigned attorney by telephone, fecsimile, 
or email for quickest resolution, if there are any remaining issues. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Cus. No. 24222 
Maine & Asmus 
PO Box 3445 



Scott J. Asmus, Reg. No. 42,269 
Vernon C. Maine, Reg. No. 37,389 
Attorneys for Applicant 



Nashua, NH 03061-3445 
Tel. No. (603) 886-6100 
Fax. No. (603) 886-4796 
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The 

FINANCXAIi STATEMENT MQDOXiE 

QOICK DEMO 

VS Patent J^plication no: 
09/736,345 
USPTO publication no: 
2001-OO44762-A1 

INTRODUCTION 



The following presentation is intended to demonstrate: 

- the capacity of the invention to read acco\mting data from 
transactions reports printed on disk instead of paper by any 
accounting software , 

- the unique smd universal method to build financial statements with 

a 

coii5)uter from this accounting data, 

- the display of details from the consultation of the financial 
statement . 



DH40 

- Insert the floppy disk in drive. 

You can copy the files on harddiek or run the demo from the floppy. 
Your computer must be operated in DOS. 

A transactions report has been printed in the ASCII file JQ.DOC 

The content of this ASCII file can be displayed with the MS-DOS Command 

TYPE JG.DOC I MORE 

[This content is reproduced in Appendix 1] 

- type 'type jg.doc|more' 

- press <enter> 

and look at the transactions report "printed" into this ASCII file. 

To run the demo program 

- type 'fsmqd* 

- press <enter> 

The demo menu is displayed. 

(Note: the screen color selection la available by pressing '#') 

3/39 
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- press ' 2 * 

- press <enter> 

- press <enter> 

to display the trial balaace 



As you can see, the trial balance is anpty. 



- press <e8c> 

- press ■ 3 * 

- press <enter> 

- press <enter> 

to display the Journal 

The program goes back to the menu. The journal is empty. There is no 
Transactions in the journal. 



But thanks to the optimal data structures and algorithms conceived, the 
Financial Statement module can read^ organize and manipulate the 
accounting data of emy accounting software. 

We will now fill the data structures of the patent application by reading 
and identifying the accounting transactions data printed in the MCII file 

- press '1' 

The Financial Statement Module read and display the contents of the ASCII 
file JO. DOC and is ready for you to modify the fields' boundaries 
identifying the following data: 



by using the keys <Lef t_arrow><Right_arrow> <enter> <Tab><Shif t_Tab> 

boundaries indicating to the Financial Statement Module, the beginning and 
the end of each data field, from which the data structures will be 
initialized . 

When your work is done 

- press <Esc> to leave this operation 

A popup ask you to choose the date format. The cursor being on the 
day/month/year format 

- press <entor> 
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The Financial Statement Module initializes the data structures according 
to yo\ir identification of each data field. 

- press '3' to display the Journal 

- press <enter> 

- press <enter> 



All the transactions' lines in the transactions report printed in the 
ASCII file JG.DOC that have an amount (Debit or Credit), has been read 
and transferred into the data structures of figure 22, according to the 
data read by the Financial Statement Module and identified by you. 

- press <:end> to see the bottom of the journal 

' press <esc> to leave this display. 



The Financial Statement Module also initializes the data structure of 
figure 5a according to your identification of each data field. 



- press '2' to display a Trial Balance 

- press <enter> 

- press <enter> 



A Trial Balance resulting from the reading and identifying process is 
displayed. Note that the accounts are in the order of their first 
appearance in the accounting data received. 



Building Financial statements 



The next steps will show the method for building financial statements from 
this accounting data, without any framework to respect, making the 
distinction between two types of balances appearing on a financial 
statement • 

You will be able to understand that this method is tmiversal, simple, and 
flexible - 

You will sinqply do a partial financial statement by grouping some accounts 
into f/s items and by grouping f/s items into totals. 



- press <Esc> to leave the display of the Trial Balance 

- press to access the financial statement editor 



The following keys can be used along with the display keys: 



PAGE 34/40 * RCVD AT 1/26/2006 10:06:18 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/2S * DNI&:273d783 * C8ID:603 886 4796 * DURATION (mm-ss): 13-52 



- press <enter> 



<Insert> <Delete> 
<Right_arrow> <Ijef t_arrow> 
to select line type 0 . f/s item 




Jan 26 2006 10:22RM Maine & Rsmus 



603. 886. 4796 



p. 35 



- type "Cash" 

- press <enter> 

the cursor being over the accoirit '1 Bank* 

- press <enter> to group this account to the f/s item 'Cash' 
move the cursor over the account *0 Petty Cash' 

- press <enter> to also group this accoiant to the f/e item 'Cash" 

- press <ljef t_arrow> 

- press <Left arrow> 



- press <eiiter> to select 0. 

- type "Stock" 

- press <enter> 

move the cursor over the account '200 Inventories* 

- press <enter> to group this account to the f/s item 'Stock* 

- press <Iief t_arrow> 

- press <Iieft arro«/> 



- press <enter> to select 0. 

- type "A/R" 

- press <enter> 

move the cursor over the account '100 Accounts receivable' 

- press <enter> to group this account to the f/s item 'A/R" 

- press <Left_€urrow> 

- press <i:.eft arrow> 



- press »3» to select a dashed underline 

- press '1' to select a total line 

- press <Right_arrow> 

- press <enter> to group the f/s item -Cash' to this total 

- press <enter> to also group the f/s item 'Stock' to this total 

- press <enter> to also group the f/s item 'A/R» to this total 

- press <iieft_arrow> 

- press <Bsc> 



The result of the proceeding steps should look like this: 



PACE 35/40 * RCVD AT 1/26/2006 10:06:18 AM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 • DNIS:2736783 * CSID:603 886 4796 * DURATION (mm-ss): 13-52 



1 9pCash 
1 lOpStock 
1 llpA/R 

1 12 

1 13t 



- press <Esc> to leave the f/s editor 

Consulting the financial statement report 
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- press ' 5 * 

- press <enter> 



- press <enter> 

Yoxxr financial statement is displayed. 



As you can see, four balances appear on the financial statement. 
The first three are f/s item balances (balances of a groiap of accounts) 
The last one is a total balance (balance of a group of f/s items) 

These balances are coxnputed from the transactions printed into the 
ASCII file JQ.DOC 



[0060] .Once the financial statement Is built, the financial statement 
editor allows to detail a balance appearing on the financial statement: 



[00641 Depending on the source of the accounting data, the financial 
statement module can display the detail up to the original transaction 



These details are directly accessible from the consultation of the 
financial statement report displayed on the screen, as described at 
[0139-0142] 



- press <F4> 

The detail of each f/s item is displayed, the accounts grouped under 
each f/s item. 

(A calculator can be access by pressing while consulting reports) 



- move the cursor over one of the accounts 

- press <F5> 

The detail of the computed account balance is displayed, showing the 
Debits and/ or Credits from transactions, linked (grouped) to the accoxuit. 



To help the reader understand if these amounts increase or decrease the 
balance of the account, the symbol • + or - ' appears in the detail report 
of a balance at the end of each transaction line, according to the 
direction attributed to the accoimt, 

( which direction is also use for the presentation of the balances in the 
financial statement as you can read at [0115-0117] in the patent 
application regarding Balances ) 

An amount: 

debiting a balance will increase ' + ' the balance of a debit account 
debiting a balance will decrease the balance of a credit account 
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a) details for a financial statement item, 

b) details for an account balance, 

c) details of a document. 
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crediting a balance will increase • + ' the balance of a credit account 
crediting a balance will decrease the baJ^ance of a debit account 

- move the cursor over one transaction line 

- press <F5> 

All the Debits and Credits combined in the transaction are displayed, so 
all the accounts associated with that transaction appear* 



As you can see, the Financial Statement Module enable the provisionning of 
such various detailed levels, right from the screen, starting with 
financial statement items detail (first level) , to a tiser selected account 
within a financial statement item (2ndlevel> , to a user selected 
transaction line within that account (third level), the first level of 
detail including any accounts and respective account balcuices grouped into 
the financial statement item, the second level of detail including an 
account balance and transact lone associated with the account balance, the 
third level of detail including at least one debited account and a 
corresponding credited account associated with the selected transaction 



- press <Esc> to leave the display of the detail of the transaction 

- press <Ebc> to leave the display of the detail of the account balance 

- press <Esc> to leave the display of the detail of f/s items 

- press <Esc> to leave the display of the finemcial statement 



CONCLUSION 



You are now able to understand how a computer can allow you to read 
accounting transactions listed in transactions reports printed on disk 
instead of paper by any accounting software, and you axe able to 
create financial statements with the Financial Statement Module, using 
simple point and click on the screen, thanks to this unique and universal 
method to build financial statements with a coinputer. 

You have seen that, with its organization of the accounting data in the 
coinputer memory, its display modxile and its algorithms^ depending on the 
source of the accounting data, the finsmcial statement module allows to 
detail a balance appearing on the financial statement up to the original 
transaction, details directly accessible from the consultation of the 
financial statement report displayed on the screen, allowing also to 
perform verification work. 

Some accounting softwares offer the capacity to save their data into 
readable files by other softwares (spreadsheet softwares for exainple) 

The Finauicial Statement Module capacity to read, organize and 
manipulate the accounting data, trial balances and/ or transactions, 
singly printed on disk instead of paper by any accounting software will 
allow other softwares (spreadsheet for exan^le) to read the accounting 
data of any accounting software. 

It is no more the accounting software that allow the other software 
(spreadsheet for example) to read its accounting data. It is the other 
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software (spreadsheet for exeunple) that has the capacity to read the 
accounting data of emy acco\inting software. 

Being so, you should be able to oon^rehend how easily this method for 
manipulating accounting data can be applied by any related software 
(auditing softwares, accounting softwares, word processor softwares, 
editing softwares, spreadsheet softwares, ...). 



You could now, from any accounting data printed on disk instead of 
paper, bvdld complete financial statements. 



press '6 ' to exit 
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6 


4/03/05 
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8 


6/03/05 


8 
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9 
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9 
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9 
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9 


6/03/05 


9 


6/03/05 


9 
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10 
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10 


6/03/05 


10 


6/03/05 


10 


6/03/05 
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}eino Company 



JGUEJSOOj 



RAIi 



du 



1 Mars 2005 au 6 Mars 2005 



lisputation 



Dr. 



1-Bank 
700-ljoaLn 



1 '^L 



Cr. 

6 000.00 ^ 



6 000.00 



to record a bank's loan 

2 0 0 - Inventories 

9 99 -Retained earnings 

600-Acco\mts payable 

inventories and its depreciation 

600 -Accounts payable 
1-Bank 

payment of accounts payoU)le 

0- Petty cash 

1- Bank 

money in th.e petty cash 

lOO-AccountB receivable 
1000 -Sales - product 1 
1010 -Sales - product 2 
1020 -Sales - product 3 

sale to XY2 enterprise 



3 468.00 
2 019.56 



5 487.56 



4 653.94 



500.00 



15 000.00 



4 653.94 



500,00 



7 000.00 
5 000.00 
3 000.00 



1-Bank 




lOO-Acco\mtB 


receivable 


encaehment of 


account receivable 


5 0 0 - Cocnput er 




1-Baxik 




purchase of a 


fixed asset 



13 799.70 



13 799.70 



3000-Travel charges 

0- Petty cash 
10-Credit Card 

to record travel charges 

5000-Salaries 

1- Bank 

to record salaries expense 



10 000.00 



646.35 



10 000.00 



245.73 
400.62 



2 792.02 



2 792.02 
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58 879.57 58 879,57 
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Command Prompt - fsmqd 




./I ^ 



Command Prompt - fsmqd 




=^ Command Prompt - fsmqd 



TRIAL BALANCE 



au 26 Januier 200G 



1 Bank 
7GG Loan 
2GQ Inuentories 
939 Retained earnings 
600 Accounts payable 

0 Petty cash 
100 Accounts receivable 
1000 Sales - product 1 
1010 Sales - product 2 
1020 Sales - product 3 
500 Computer 
3000 Trauel charges 
„ 10 Credit Card 



DEBIT 

1 853.74 

3 468.00 

2 019.56 

254.2? 
1 200,30 



10 000.00 
646.35 



CREDIT 



6 000.00 



833.62 



7 000.00 
5 000.00 
3 000.00 






Selectionner le type de ligne pour la ligne 3 




Inscrire ou selectionner le libelle du poste 




1 Company Name 

3 FINPNCIAL STATEMENT Page: 1 

5 as at DD MHM WW 




COMPTES h GROUPER 



10 

50ii 



1 Bank 



Loan 

Inuentories 
Retained earnings 
Accounts payable 
Petty cash 
^^ccounts receivable 
Sales " product 1 
Sales - product 
Sal es " ..produc t 
Cpsputer 
Trauel 
Credit 
Salarieit^ 



2 

3 



l[0 



5^ 



II 



Selectionner les comptes a grouper sous le post© cash 
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electionner les comptes a grouper sous le poste cash 
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Company Name 
FINPNCIAL STATEMENT 
as at DD HMM WW 




COKPTES a GROUP^ER 



T88 

see 



Loan 

ilnuentories 
Retained earnings 
Recounts payable 



0 Pettu cash 



Idea 

1818 
1828 

580] 
388a 

5888 



Recounts receivable 
Sailed - produot^^^ ^ 
fSales - prc^ducfe;^: ^ 

^Sale^ - prodMcf # 
ponputer • ; 
^■^raMel ' charges; ^^|)|''"'^ 
jGredit. Card:--'V' 
^Sailaries ^ 



9 



Selectionner les comptes a grouper sous le post© cash 
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Company Name 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
as at DD MMM WW 




999 




680 



100 Accounts receiuable 



feel 



rez'l 

881 

ii 





Selectionner les comptes a grouper sous le poste cash 




Selectionner le type de ligne pour la ligne ^^ 
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ca&h 

stock 

P/R 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 



au 26 Januier 2006 




2 108.01 

3 468.00 
1 200.30 

6 776.31 



(17) Regroupement integral des comptes dans les etats financiers non complete 
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cash 



ttock 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 



au 26 Januier 2006 



Bank 

Petty cash 
Inventories 
Accounts receivable 



1 853. 7H 
254.27 

3 468.00 

1 200.30 




2 108.01 



3 468.00 



1 200.30 



6 776.31 
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Company Natne 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
au 26 Januier 200G 



cash 



stock 
A/R 



Petty cash 
Inuentories 
Accounts receiuable 



254.27 
3 H68.0G 
1 2G0.3O 



2 108.01 



3 4S8.00 
1 2G0.30 

6 776.31 




I 



Ccnimand Prompt - fsmqd 
i^. 




1 -Bank 
Date Docurn Cpte 



GRAND LIURE 
du 31 Decembre 0G01 au 26 Januier 2006 

DT Solde reporte 

pte Description 



SOLDE au 26/01/2006 



0.00 

Montant 



1/G3/05 


2 




ref : 


JOURNAL 


GENERAL 


6 


000 


00+J 


3/03/G5 






ref : 


JOURNAL 


GENERAL 




653 


9H-J 


3/03/05 


5 




ref: 


JOURNAL 


GENERAL 




500 


00-J 


5/G3/05 


7 




ref: 


JOURNAL 


GENERAL 


13 


799 


70+J 


6/03/05 


8 




ref: 


JOURNAL 


GENERAL 


10 


000 


00-J 


6/03/05 


10 




ref: 


JOURNAL 


GENERAL 


2 


792 


02-J 



1 853. 7H 
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Company Name 
GRAND LIURE 
du 31 Decembre 0001 au 26 Januier 20G6 
1-Bank DT Sold© reporte : 0.00 

Date Docum Cpte Description Montant 



mmm 




3/03/05 


H 




3/03/05 


5 




5/03/05 


7 




6/03/05 


8 




6/03/05 


10 
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Date 



1/03/05 
1/03/05 



TOTAUX : 



2 1-Bank 
2 700-Loan 



DETAIL JOURNAL 



Imputation 



DT 



6 000.00 
6 000,00 



6 000.00 



